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 A conference paper is often both a written document 
and an oral presentation

 Writing a conference or symposium paper can be an 
intimidating and time consuming task

 Students need to write an article from their reserach 
report

 Sometimes conference article using different format
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Negative aspects Positive aspects

1. Time
2. Money
3. Energy
4. Stress

1. New Research
2. Network
3. FeedBack
4. Establish your research
5. Practise
6. Route to publication
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 Typical conference papers 
are required to be 20 
minutes long

 We can break this down 
as follows:

ICIBA2016: 4-6 pages article
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 The AIMRaD Structure (Silyn-Roberts, 2012)

 The classic structure for an experimental report is the 
A(bstract) I(ntroduction) M(ethods) R(esults) and 
D(iscussion) model. 

 It is helpful to think of the article document in the shape of a 
diamond:
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 Titles must be brief, but they must also convey the scope, 
content, and particular focus of your research paper

 Guidelines:
1. Brevity: Use as few words as possible (10 - 14 words)

2. Dynamism: Use verbs/verbal phrases to convey energy in your 
title, e.g. “Designing…", "Assessing…", "Rethinking…", 
"Forming…", "Exploring…" etc

3. Scope: You should try to communicate the scope of your project 
to your reader(s)

4. Specificity: Don't isolate readers from your work by overusing 
technical terminology

5. Excitement: It can be difficult, but you must try to resist the urge 
towards drabness



Writing Your Abstract [1]
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 The abstract is expected, in most cases, to contain 
enough information for a conference organiser to judge 
the suitability of your research for their event

 As such, conference organisers will expect to find 
information relating to: a description of the area of your 
research; an account of what you did, why you did it, and 
what the outcomes were; the relationship of your work to 
the academic field; relevance to the conference theme; 
and information of interest to the conference 
participants.

 Consider the following guidelines before drafting your 
abstract.
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 Abstract’s Structure

 As with the paper title, brevity is essential in writing any 
abstract. Typically, organisers will accept 70|100 – 150 words, 
or 200-300 words (if they don't specify a limit, use 200-300 a
general guide). Try emulating the following structure:

 Introduction/research problem (1-2 lines)

 Objective/research goal (1)

 Research Design (3-4) – where/when/how/what data?

 Results (3-4)

 Conclusion (1)



Writing Your Abstract [3]
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 Abstract’s Style

 In terms of style, it is vital that your abstract is energetic and 
flows smoothly from one sentence to the next

 Be concise

 Use short, simple sentences

 Keep subjects and verbs close together

 Employ the active voice where possible

 Use present tense: ‘The paper argues/discusses/probes/surveys', 
etc.

 Avoid jargon or overuse of terms that require clarification

 Advertise the originality of your study

 Don’t reference other works unless it is unavoidable 
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 Abstract’s Scope
 Ideally, you will have already written (at least a version of) the 

conference paper. If so, you can confidently detail the scope of 
your findings. When your research conclusions are clear, be 
firm with your convictions. 

 Use the present tense to assert your ownership of these 
conclusions: "I argue"; "the paper concludes"; "X
determines…" etc. 

 Often, however, people apply for conferences with proposals of
research ideas, or wish to present explorative papers of 
research that is so new, the scale of the findings has not been 
realised. In these cases, you should leave your scope open-
ended, without giving the impression of being incomplete. 



Writing Your Abstract [5]
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 Focus

 Your paper should explore one aspect of a larger
problem/topic:

 Identify this focus

 Centre everything around it

 Use your title to gesture towards it

 State the focus early; you don’t have room for elaborate ‘lead in’ 
material

 Orientate your focus around the conference theme(s) 
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 The introduction must do three things:

1. Introduce and define key terms (of the paper title)

2. Situate these terms in the context of the paper (and 
conference?)

3. Signpost the argumentative route: from paragraph 1 to 5 
sequentially, gesturing towards (not ‘blurting out’) the 
conclusion(s)



Writing Article Body
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 This is the ‘meat’ of your argument containing data, 
literature, and analyses.

 The paragraphs must

 Build the argument logically

 Drive towards a predetermined conclusion

 Link fluently and consistently

 Communicate independent aspects of your overall paper focus 



Conference Article Features

January 9, 2016Leon Abdillah

16

 A scientific article, commonly dominated by word(s) or 
text(s), but to clarify the discussion then it could be 
added by several forms such as 
 black-and-white line(s), 

 chart(s), 

 diagram(s), 

 equation(s), 

 formula(s), 

 graphic(s), 

 illustration(s), 

 photograph(s), 

 picture(s), 

 table(s), etc. (Abdillah, 2012).
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Displaying Footnote
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Displaying Program Code 
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 Use ‘Courier’ for code



Writing Citations

January 9, 2016Leon Abdillah

22

 For citations in the text of ICIBA2016, please use 
square brackets and consecutive numbers

 We would write [1,2,3,4,5] for consecutive numbers 
and [1], [3], [5] for non-consecutive numbers
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 Announce your conclusion: it will re-engage those 
whose attention has wandered 

 Revisit your main points quickly and concisely 

 Return to your research problem 

 Reflect upon your ‘solution’ 

 Try not to repeat yourself 

 End positively and memorably: leave your audience 
with one clear ‘take away’ message
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 Acknowledgements

 This should always be a run-in heading and not a section or
subsection heading. 

 It should not be assigned a number. 

 The acknowledgements may include reference to grants or 
supports received in relation to the work presented in the 
paper.
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 The numbers in the bibliography section are without 
square brackets. 

 We prefer numbered references to other styles of 
references, such as those with abbreviated names 
and years.
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