	Reading  III           
	E-learning-Quiz


I.   Guessing Words in Context 1

Learning how to guess words you don't know is an important skill. Nobody wants to look every word up in a dictionary! If you learn how to guess the unfamiliar words in sentences, then you won't have to read with your dictionary open all the time!
HOW TO GUESS WORDS IN CONTEXT

Example sentence: 
The snake slithered through the grass. He was hunting. 
You must discover what slithered means by using logic. Here are your choices, and the analysis:

A) stopped moving  
    INCORRECT: the sentence above says THROUGH the grass. 'Through'  means there is some 
                               movement.
B) slept in the grass  
    INCORRECT: the sentence above says he is hunting. Snakes don't sleep when they hunt.

C) ate something 
     INCORRECT:  the sentence above says he is hunting. Snakes don't eat  when they are 
                               hunting.  They eat AFTER they hunt.
D) moved or traveled  
     CORRECT ANSWER: the sentence above says THROUGH the grass.                                     

                               'Through' means that there is movement.
_____________________________________________________________________________
A.    READ the sentence, CHOOSE the correct answer. 
1) The tiger's roar could be heard in villages far away.
What does roar probably mean? 
 

A) food a tiger eats   B) a tiger's dream   C) a tiger's ear     D) a sound a tiger makes
2)  The thought of eating a rat is abhorrent to most people.
 What does abhorrent probably mean? 

A) fun, lively     B) horrible, repugnant       C) delicious, tasty          D) sweet, sugary
3).   My absent-minded teacher loses his keys, his book and his chalk almost every day!
What does it mean to be absent-minded? 
 

A) be hateful       B) not pay attention                  C) be intelligent             D) not like someone
2) You can trust the salesmen at that store because they always conduct business in an aboveboard manner.
What does aboveboard probably mean? 

A) honestly, openly       B) sneaky, dishonest              C) horrible, repugnant 
D) strange, unusual 
3) Petra has so many friends because she is a gregarious person.
What does gregarious probably mean? 
A) introverted, self-contained         B) shy, quiet         C) friendly, outgoing    D) rude, hostile
4) The lovely egret is in danger of extinction because clothing manufacturers use their long, beautiful tail feathers to make ladies' hats.
What is an egret? 

A) a small child          B) a type of          C) a sound a tiger makes         D) a type of bird
(7)  I can't believe it! Right in the middle of our conversation, Peter turned around abruptly and walked out of the room! 
What does abruptly probably mean? 

 A) formally     

B) slowly, in no hurry   

C) suddenly, without notice    

 D) quietly, in an unusual manner
8) After the harvest, we had an abundant amount of apples. We made apple pie, apple sauce,  

      and apple juice because we had so many apples!
What does abundant probably mean? 

A) a shortage         B) not enough                 C) very red                    D) plentiful 
9)  When Sara was sick, her voice was almost inaudible. We couldn't hear what she was trying to say clearly.
What does inaudible probably mean? 

A) very loud, easy to hear              B) very soft, hard to hear            C) very strange, uncommon  
D) very shy, introverted
     (10)  The hill was too arduous for us to climb. We had to walk our bicycles up the hill.
What does arduous probably mean? 

A) tall, sharp           B) fun, exciting             C) easy, not challenging       D) difficult, steep
B.   Word Meanings From Context

Use the context to help you choose the best meaning or synonym for each highlighted word.
1. . If your plan fails, we’ll have to find someone who can devise a better one.

     a. design
    b. dislike
      c. appliance

d. to use peanut butter as toothpaste

2.. Of course, I’m not saying that your plan is no good. I tend to be optimistic, so I won’t be    

    surprised when you succeed.

    a. expecting the best to happen
b. needing glasses to see
c. full of gas     d. unselfish

3.. When your plan brings us great wealth, you will be rewarded for your   sagacity.

    a. good looks
b. mistakes
    c. intelligence
d. huge appetite for herbs

4.. No matter what happens, I assure you that I will not forget how hard you have [image: image1.png]-



worked on this 
     project.

     a. dare

b. promise

c. act like a donkey

d. forget

C.   Word Meanings From Context

The United States has a new president. Americans are hopeful that George W. Bush will succeed in dealing with some of the major problems that our nation faces. Some feel that the task will be made extremely difficult by the controversial way that the election ended. Others are very confident that our new leader is a man who will bring people together to get things done. 

President Bush’s top priority will be to improve education in our country. He is determined to see that no child will ever fail. He believes that local school districts should decide how to meet national standards. The president insists that parents should have greater choices about which schools their kids attend. He will work hard to find areas of agreement between the opposing parties so that important education reforms will become law.

1. Which word in the paragraph is a synonym of “important”?
2. Which word in the selection is an antonym of “succeed”?

3. Which word in the selection means to make better?

4. Use a word from the selection to complete the following sentence.

    The Giants and the Ravens will be the ___________ teams in the Super Bowl.

5. Which word in the selection is a synonym of “nation”?
6. Which word in the selection means the rank (place in order) of importance?

7. Which word in the selection means having a lot of disagreement.

II.  Contributing to the Main Idea

      Every sentence in a paragraph must contribute to the main idea. Most of the sentences in a    

      paragraph simply support the main idea. Some may state or summarize that idea.

     There is one sentence in each of the following paragraphs that does not contribute to the    

     main idea. It does not belong in the paragraph. Underline the sentence that should be    

     removed from each paragraph.
 1.  I am looking forward to election day. It’s fun to vote and exciting to watch the election results. I’ll be rooting for my candidate to win and enjoying the suspense if the vote is close. The following day will be a good time to play video games. No matter who wins, an election is a special occasion.

 2.  April is beginning the lengthy process of choosing a college to attend. She is buying and reading guides to the best schools. She hasn’t completely ruled out working for a year before attending college. She’s checking out the many Websites that provide information for picking the right college or university. She’s even researching the climate of the area of every school she considers.

 3.  Bill is one of those people who just doesn’t have to worry about gaining too much weight. He is the best tennis player I’ve ever met. Bill can eat any amount of any food he likes without putting on an ounce. He can go for weeks without exercising with no apparent effect. It just doesn’t seem fair!

 4.  Scientists are learning a great deal about the aging process. This knowledge will allow doctors to help their patients live longer and better lives. They will be able to defeat diseases associated with aging and perhaps even delay the onset of old age. Many doctors would agree that some medicines are much too expensive .

