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Abstract: Reading is a complex process. In reading text, students have to deal with some 

aspects like reading strategies. This study deals with students’ reading strategies and 

comprehension. Every body is not the same. They have different characteristics and 

individuals which can influence the ways students read and upgrades the students’ reading 

achievement. The objectives of the study were to find out what reading strategies applied by 

the students in reading English texts and are there any significant correlation to their reading 

comprehension and English achievement score. The population of this study was the eleventh 

grade students of a public senior high school of Indralaya, South Sumatra with the total 

number of 88 students. The sample of this study was taken from the social class of the 

population with the total number was 42 students. This study was a quantitative research. In 

collecting the data, the writer used questionnaire, reading comprehension test and 

documentation. The correlation in this study was calculated by using the correlation coeficient 

formula. The result found that the most reading strategy applied by students is the Problem 

reading strategies. The result also indicated that there was weak correlation among students’ 

reading strategies, reading comprehension and English achievement score.  
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Introduction 

Language is one of  important tools in communication. There are many languanges all 

over the world. Every country has its own language to communicate among the people in that 

country. In order to be able to communicate with people from other countries, we need one 

language which is spoken all over the world. That is why we have English as the global 

language. 

English, as a global lingua franca, is used by most of people around the world. In 

Indonesia, English becomes one of the important subjects in education. English is taught at all 

levels of education. It is taught both in formal and informal education, from early education 

up to higher education. In learning English, students are expected to master every aspect and 

skill of English. English has four major skills that should be mastered by the students. They 

are listening, reading, speaking and also writing. 

Reading is one of the major skills in English that should be mastered by the English 

learners. Reading is a way the writer transfers the idea to the reader through written text. One 



of the purposes of reading is to obtain information. Without reading somebody will probably 

get lack of information about what is happening around him or her. People are required to be 

able to read if they do not want to get difficulties in doing their activities. People can read 

while sitting, walking, studying, driving, etc.  

Reading is a dynamic process which the reader works actively to construct the meaning 

from the material they read (Barton, 1997). In reading text, students have to deal with some 

aspects like strategies used in reading the written text. This study deals with students’ reading 

strategies and comprehension. Every body has different characteristics and individualities. 

These differences can influence the way students read and results of the students’ reading 

achievement. 

Based on the explanation above the writer is interested in conducting research entitles 

“Students’ Reading Strategies Related to Reading Comprehension and English 

Achievement”. 

The purpose of the study is to know what reading strategies are mostly used by the 

students of the eleventh grade science class students of a public senior high school of 

Indralaya, South Sumatra. How often students use the reading strategies when reading English 

text, and do the students’ reading strategies relate to their reading comprehension and English 

achievement. 

The writer hopes that his study hopefully can give contribution to both students and 

teachers. For students, this study can help them to know what reading strategies that can be 

used by them in their reading activities For teachers of English, this study can help them in 

determining students’ strategies so teachers can know what is suitable for the students’ in 

their reading activities. 

 

METHOD 

Research Design 

This study used quantitative method where the researcher did not deal directly with the 

respondent. The researcher used descriptive correlational study. The primary purpose is to 

find the fact. Descriptive study allows researchers to explore the data by summarising, 

describing, and presenting them, without making any inferences or prediction. 

The researcher used questionnaire, test, and documentation. The researcher used one 

questionnaire in this study, namely: reading strategies questionnaire. The test used in this 

study was reading comprehension test. This study was correlational study since the data 

collected from students’ reading comprehension achievement from the test and documentation 



were correlated to the data from questionnaires in order to find out whether or not the 

relationship exists between students’ reading strategies to their reading comprehension 

achievement. 

 

Data Collection 

The population of this study was the eleventh grade students of a senior high school in 

Indralaya, South Sumatra. The total number of the population was 88 students. The 

distribution of the population was seen in table below: 

 

Table 1. Population of the Study 

No Class Number of Students 

1 Science 46 

2 Social 42 

Total 88 

Source: a senior high school in Indralaya, South Sumatra (T.A 2015-2016) 

 

The sample of this study were all of the science class students in Eleventh grade of a 

senior high school in Indralaya, South Sumatra. The total number of the sample was 42 

students that consisted of 20 male students and 22 female students. The distribution of the 

sample was as follows: 

 

Table 2. Sample of the Study 

No Sex Number of Students 

1 Male 20 

2 Female 22 

Total 42 

      Source: a senior high school in Indralaya, South Sumatra (T.A 2015-2016) 

 

In this study, the writer collected the data by distributing questionnaire and test. 

 

Questionnaire 

The questionnaire used by the researcher in order to collect the data related to the 

reading strategies used by the eleventh grade of science class students of a senior high school 

in Indralaya, South Sumatra in reading English text. In this study, the researcher used one 



kind of questionnaire, namely: the reading strategies questionnaire. The researcher useda 

ready-made questionnaire which was taken from e-journal.  

The questionnaire was designed to determine what reading strategies used by the 

students and how often the students used the strategies when reading a text. It was adopted 

from survey of reading strategies (Mokhtari & Sheorey, 2002). It was taken from journal with 

the title “Journal of Developmental Education”, 25 (3), pp 2-10. (source: 

http://richarddpetty.files.wordpress.com/ 2010/03/sors-2002-english.pdf). Kouider Mokhtari 

and Ravi Sheorey (2002) stated that there were 30 questions about the various strategies 

students used when they read English text material (e.g., reading text for homework or 

examination; reading journal articles, etc). 

 

Test 

In this study, the researcher also distributed a reading comprehension test that consisted 

of 25 questions. The reading comprehension test contained six reading texts with questions 

for each reading texts. The total number of all texts was 25 questions. The reading 

comprehension test was adopted from the eleventh grade school examination from year 2007-

2013 

 

Documentation 

The researcher used the documentation in the form of the students’ mid term 

examination score in English lesson. The grades would show the students’ English 

achievement, whether they got good or bad grades. 

 

Variables of the Study 

Variable is defined as any characteristic that is not always the same – that is any 

characteristics that varies (Fraenkel and Wallen, 1991:31). There were three variables in this 

study which consisted of one independent variable and two dependent variables. 

The independent variable of this study was the students’ reading strategies. While the 

dependent variables were reading comprehension and English achievement score. 

 

Procedure 

The instruments were distributed to the eleventh grade of a senior high school in 

Indralaya, South Sumatra in two days (12
th

-13
th

of October 2015). On the first day, 12
th

 of 

October 2015, the researchers asked the teachers to distributed the reading strategies 



questionnaire to the students. The students were given 30 minutes to fulfill the whole reading 

strategies questionnaire. The next day, 13
th

 of October 2015, the students were asked to do the 

reading comprehension test. They were given 45 minutes to answer the test that consisted of 6 

reading texts with the total number of questions was 25. In this study, the researcher did not 

directly face the respondents. The questionnaire and the test were distributed by the class 

teacher. 

The first focus of the study was to find out reading strategies applied by the eleventh 

grade of a public senior high school at Indralaya, South Sumatra and how frequently the 

students used reading strategies while reading text, the writer used reading strategies 

questionnaire taken from e-journal (http://richaddpetty.files.wordpress.com/2010/03/sors-

2002-english.pdf). The questionnaire was analyzed by using Kouider Mokhtari & Ravi 

Sheorey Scoring Guidelines for the Survey of Reading Strategies. After calculating the data, 

the writer summarized the data into a table and diagram.. 

The writer analyzed the result of the questionnaire by using percentage analysis. The 

formula of the percentage analysis as cited in Ali (1087:184): 

P =  F x  100 %    Where : P  = Percentage of the students’ choice 

       N    F  = The total of students’ choices 

     N = The total number of the sample students. 

For assesing the students’ reading comprehension, the writer used reading 

comprehension test consisted of 6 reading texts with the total question were 25 questions. The 

test was distributed in the form of multiple choice. The maximum score for the whole 

questions were 100 with each correct answer got 4 poin. So, the score of the students’ reading 

comprehension test were calculated with the formula as seen below: 

S = N x 4  where:  S = Score N = The total of correct answer 

 

RESULTS 

The findings of this study dealt with the result of the questionnaire and test. In the 

questionnaire, the writer asked 30 questions which were included to each kind of strategies. 

By answering the questions, the reading strategies used by the students and the frequency of 

the students used then the strategies could be identified.  

The percentage of each reading strategy which was measured by using the formula p = 
𝑓

𝑛
 

x 100%. From the formula the writer got the percentage as stated below: 



 

Reading strategies used 

Glob  : 6   p = 
6

42
 𝑥 100% = 14,28%  Prob : 28  p = 

28

42
 𝑥 100% = 66,67% 

Sup  : 8  p = 
8

42
 𝑥 100% = 19,05% 

From the results above, it can be seen that from three reading strategies, the most 

reading strategy applied by students was the Problem reading strategies (66,67%), and after 

that was Global reading strategies (14,28%), and the last one Support reading strategies 

(19,05%). (see the graphic) 

 

 

The Frequency of using Reading Strategies 

Low : 1
1

42
 𝑥 100% = 2,38%           High    : 14 p = 

14

42
 𝑥 100% = 33,33% 

Med : 27 p = 
27

42
 𝑥 100% = 64,29%  

Note:  Low  Rare , Med  Sometimes, High  Often 

From the results above, we can see that most of the students (27 of 42)  occasionally used the 

strategies while reading text (64,29%). And the rest of the students used the reading rarely (1 

of 42 , 2,38%) and usually (14 of 42, 33,33%) while reading text. (see the Graph) 
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The Result of The Reading Comprehension Test 

To asses the reading comprehension, the writer distributed a test consisted of 25 

questions. The test was in the form of multiple choice question where each correct answer got 

4 score. The maximum score that can be obtained from the test was 100. The writer also 

categorized the result into two, Low achiever students and high achiever students, in which 

both of them were considered from the mean of the data. The student who got score below the 

mean was considered as low achiever and the student who got score above the mean was 

considered as high achiever. 

The percentage of the students’ reading comprehension achievement  was also 

calculated with the percentage formula p = 
𝑓

𝑛
 x 100%. From the formula the writer got the 

percentage as follows: 

Low Achiever Students : 17  p = 
17

42
 x 100% = 40,48% 

High Achiever Students : 25  p = 
25

42
 x 100% = 59,52% 

From the results above, we can see that more than half of the students in the sample of 

the study were considered as high achiever students. (see the graph) 
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The following table was the descriptive statistics of the means and the standard 

deviation (SD) of the variables measured. 

 

Table 3. Descriptive Statistics of The Study 

 N Minimum Maximum Mean 
Std. 

Deviation 

Reading Strategies 42 2.40 4.17 3.33 .3789 

Reading Comprehension 

Achievement 
42 16 48 31.90 7.2577 

English MidTerm Score 42 31 72 56.86 9.935 

 

DATA ANALYSIS 

To show the relationship among the variables, the researcher calculated the 

correlation coefficient for each variable. As seen in the table below. 

 

Table 4. Relationship among Variables 

CORRELATION 
Reading 

Comprehension (y) 

English 

Achievement (z) 

Reading Strategies (x) .23 .34 

 

From the table above, it can be seen that reading strategies has higher correlation 

coefficient to the English achievement score with the correlation .34. while its correlation 

to the reading comprehension score occurs in the correlation of .23. 

 

Low 
Achiever 
Students, 
40.48% 

High 
Achiever 
Students, 
59.52% 



INTERPRETATION 

With regard to the aims of the study, the findings showed that the reading strategies 

used by the eleventh grade students of a senior high school in Indralaya, South Sumatra with 

the rank order (1) Problem Solving Strategies with 66,67% out of the students who apply the 

strategies , (2) Support Reading Strategies with 19,05% out of the who students apply them, 

and (3) Global Reading Strategies with 14,28% of the students apply them. It means that the 

eleventh grade social class of a senior high school in Indralaya, South Sumatra mostly apply 

problem solving strategies in reading text which was explained by Mokhtari and Sheorey 

(2001) that this strategy was the actions and procedures that readers use while working 

directly with the text.  

CONCLUSIONS 

The finding showed that most of the students (27 out of 42) sometimes apply the 

reading strategies in reading text, and only some of them who often apply them in reading. 

From the data analysis, it can be seen that reading strategies do have correlation to reading 

comprehension score and English achievement score. Although the correlation was not strong. 

It is concluded that there were still many other aspects beside the reading strategies used by 

the students which were related to their reading comprehension score and English 

achievement.  
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